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http://www.pbs.org/greatspeeches/timeline/
You have discovered one of the most comprehensive on-line collections of  speech texts of contemporary American History.  Here you can read the speeches and backgrounds of many of the most  influential and poignant speakers of the recorded age.  To help put each speaker in historical context, we have also provided a brief timeline of historical events.

Samples – Text and/or Audio

Emma Goldman,  "anarchist," accused of inspiring McKinley's assassination, speaks on patriotism, San Francisco, c. 1908.  Speech 

Theodore Roosevelt  promises "A Square Deal," at the N.Y. State Agriculture Association, Sep. 7, 1903. Background - Speech - Audio
Belle Kearney  speaks on "the race issue," before the National Woman Suffrage Convention, New Orleans, LA, March 26, 1903. Speech 

Mary Church Terrell  speaks on "being colored in the nation's capital," before the United Women's Club, Oct. 10, 1906. Background - Speech
W.E.B. DuBois  addresses the "Men of Niagra," Harper's Ferry, WV, Aug. 16, 1906.  Speech 
Booker T. Washington  warns followers of DuBois, before the Afro-American Council, New York, NY, Oct. 1906.  Speech 
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Complete Speech Archive – HistoryChannel.com

http://www.historychannel.com/speeches/archive1.html
Hank Aaron, baseball player, Addresses Congress  http://www.historychannel.com/speeches/archive/speech_1.html 
Bella Abzug, American feminist and politician, On opposition to the movement for sexual equality 
Spiro Agnew, U.S. vice president, Attacks television news coverage 
Spiro Agnew, U.S. vice president, Denounces student political movements 
Spiro Agnew, U.S. vice president, Announces resignation 
Salvador Allende, president-elect of Chile, Denies threat of communist domination in his government 
Svetlana Alliluyeva, daughter of Joseph Stalin, Discusses defection to the West 
Hervé Alphand, French ambassador to the U.S., On France's bombing of a Tunisian village 
George W. Anderson, U.S. admiral, Confirms death of Thresher crew 
Kofi Annan, U.N. secretary-general, Endorses NATO's bombing of Yugoslavia 
Yasir Arafat, chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, On the first Israel-Palestinian peace agreement 
Argentine propaganda, Targets British soldiers and sailors during Falklands War 
Neil A. Armstrong, U.S. astronaut, Walks on the moon 
Clement Attlee, British prime minister, Addresses the United Nations on atomic energy 
Warren Austin, U.S. ambassador to the U.N., Reports on the situation in Korea 
Jean Baillard, French consul general, On the Algerian War 
James A. Baker, U.S. secretary of state, Defends U.S. invasion of Panama 
Stanley Baldwin, former British prime minister, On the world situation 
Christiaan N. Barnard, South African surgeon, Describes first successful heart transplant 
Bernard Baruch, American financier and diplomat, Calls for international control of atomic weapons 
Bernard Baruch, American financier and diplomat, On the Cold War 
David Beck, Teamsters president; Robert F. Kennedy, Senate counsel, Senate investigates Teamsters Union 
Irving Berlin, American composer, On Stephen Foster 
Benazir Bhutto, prime minister of Pakistan, Gives first press conference 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, leader of West Pakistan, Denounces the United Nations 
Joseph R. Biden Jr., U.S. senator of Delaware, Convenes Thomas-Hill sexual harassment hearings 
Tony Blair, Labour leader, Campaigns on behalf of the Labour Party 
Tony Blair, British prime minister, On the death of Princess Diana 
Tony Blair, British prime minister, On his meeting with Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams 
Hale Boggs, U.S. representative of Louisiana, Discloses Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia 
Julian Bond, Georgia delegate; Ted Warshafsky, Wisconsin delegate, Bond nominated for U.S. vice presidency 
Frank Borman, U.S. astronaut, Sends Christmas Eve greeting back to Earth 
Frank Borman, former U.S. astronaut, Addresses Congress on MIA/POWs in Vietnam 
Wernher von Braun, NASA space flight director, On the USSR's landing of a spacecraft on the moon 
British and Chinese representatives, Conclude turnover of Hong Kong 
British colonist of Malay, Describes attack by Communist guerillas 
British public opinion, On the resumption of U.S. nuclear tests 
Benjamin Britten, British composer, On composing 
Earl R. Browder, U.S. Communist Party leader, Campaigns for the presidency 
H. Rap Brown, black militant, On the African American community 
William Jennings Bryan, U.S. politician, Reads famous anti-imperialism speech 
Anita Bryant, singer and Christian conservative, Hit in the face with pie thrown by gay rights activist 
Lloyd M. Bucher, USS Pueblo commander, Speaks after release by North Korea 
Ralph Bunche, U.S. diplomat, On the United Nations 
George H. W. Bush, U.S. vice president, Meets Dukakis for second presidential debate 
George H. W. Bush, 41st U.S. president, On the Persian Gulf War 
George H. W. Bush, 41st U.S. president, Addresses U.S. troops in Somalia 
George W. Bush U.S. president-elect, Speaks after Al Gore concedes election 
Richard E. Byrd, American aviator and polar explorer, Calls for an end to war 
James F. Byrnes, U.S. secretary of state, On the postwar treaty talks in Paris 
Naomi Campbell, British fashion model, On the murder of Gianni Versace 
William A. Campbell, Tuskegee airman, On first combat mission by black pilots 
CARE representative, Delivers CARE packages to Paris orphanage 
Jimmy Carter, Democratic presidential candidate, Accepts his party’s nomination 
Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. president, On human rights 
Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. president, Opens Poland’s first press conference 
Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. president, Imposes oil embargo against Iran 
Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. president, Calls for U.S. boycott of Moscow Olympics 
Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. president, Discusses failed hostage rescue attempt 
Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. president, Pledges to admit Cuban refugees into the U.S. 
Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. president, Concedes defeat in 1980 presidential election 
Eugene A. Cernan and Harrison H. Schmitt, U.S. astronauts, Conduct final Apollo lift off from the surface of the moon 
Neville Chamberlain, British prime minister, Praises Britain’s Munich Pact with Germany 
Neville Chamberlain, British prime minister, Declares war against Germany 
Charles, prince of Wales, Speaks during Hong Kong handover ceremony 
Shirley Chisholm, American politician and activist, Campaigns for presidential nomination 
Shirley Chisholm, American politician and activist, Campaigns for the presidency 
Warren Christopher, U.S. deputy secretary of state, Briefs press on Iran’s release of American hostages 
Winston Churchill, Conservative backbencher, Calls for Britain to meet the threat of Germany 
Winston Churchill, British prime minister, On the Battle of France 
Winston Churchill, British prime minister, Inaugurates the Battle of Britain 
Barney B. Clark, first recipient of permanent artificial heart, On his unique experience 
Bill Clinton, 42nd U.S. president, On the death of Richard Nixon 
Bill Clinton, 42nd U.S. president, On his decision to send troops to Haiti 
Bill Clinton, 42nd U.S. president, Delivers State of the Union address 
Bill Clinton, 42nd U.S. president, Denies sexual relationship with White House intern 
Michael J. Codd, New York City police commissioner, Announces arrest of Son of Sam suspect 
Calvin Coolidge, 30th U.S. president; Charles A. Lindbergh Jr., U.S. pilot, Lindbergh honored for New York-Paris flight 
Aaron Copland, American composer, On composition 
Charles E. Coughlin, Catholic priest, Denounces Roosevelt’s New Deal 
Alan Cranston, U.S. senator of California, On Nixon’s Saturday Night Massacre 
Crew and mission control of Apollo 9, Complete first Apollo space walk 
Judith Crist, film critic, On Let It Be 
Mario Cuomo, governor of New York, Delivers keynote address to Democratic National Convention 
Tony Curtis, U.S. actor, On the arrival of the videocassette recorder 
Czechoslovakian opposition leader, On the communists' seizure of power 
Allan Roy Dafoe, Canadian doctor, On the Dionne quintuplets 
Richard J. Daley, mayor of Chicago, Discusses violence at Democratic National Convention 
Clarence S. Darrow, American lawyer, On crime 
James Dean, U.S. actor, Interviewed on set of Rebel Without a Cause 
Lee De Forest, American inventor, On his contribution to radio 

Charles de Gaulle, Free French general, Urges America to join the Allies 

Charles de Gaulle, president of France, On the Algerian crisis 

Charles de Gaulle, president of France, Speaks out in support of Quebec independence 

F. W. de Klerk, South African president, Speaks on the eve of Nelson Mandela's release 

Eamon De Valera, Irish political leader, Observes 40th anniversary of the Easter Uprising 

Bernadette Devlin, British MP of Northern Ireland, Speaks after being sentenced to prison term for inciting riot 

Thomas E. Dewey, U.S. special prosecutor, Wins election to New York district attorney's office 

Thomas E. Dewey, Republican presidential candidate, Speaks on election eve 

Joe DiMaggio, baseball player, Announces his retirement 

Direct broadcast, The liberation of Paris 

Direct broadcast, Fighting between Greek communists and British troops in Athens 

Direct broadcast, B-29 raid against Japan 

Direct broadcast, Riot at Paul Robeson concert 

Direct broadcast, Police crackdown of Free Speech Movement protest 

Direct broadcast, NYPD rushes occupied Columbia buildings 

Direct broadcast, Violent student protests in France 

Direct broadcast, Peruvian special forces storm Japanese ambassador's home 

Direct broadcast, John Glenn's return to space 

Pierson Dixon, British ambassador to the U.N., On the Suez Canal Crisis 

Helen Gahagan Douglas, U.S. representative of California, On anti-lynching bill she introduced into the House 

William O. Douglas, U.S. Supreme Court justice, On the Supreme Court 

Sir Alec Douglas-Home, British prime minister, Clarifies Britain’s position on Cuba 

John Foster Dulles, U.S. secretary of state, On the fall of Dien Bien Phu 

John Foster Dulles, U.S. secretary of state, On the trouble in Egypt 

Jack B. Dunn, U.S. Army major; WAC recruits, Recite oath of enlistment 
Leo Durocher, baseball manager, Quits the New York Giants 

Thomas F. Eagleton, U.S. senator of Missouri , On being chosen to be George McGovern's running mate 

Thomas F. Eagleton, U.S. senator of Missouri , Withdraws his nomination for the vice presidency 

Amelia Earhart, American aviator, On the future of women in flying 

Abba Eban, Israeli foreign minister, On the Yom Kippur War 

Anthony Eden, British secretary of war, On the Battle of Britain 

Thomas Edison, American inventor, On the development of electricity 
Edward, prince of Wales, On the Depression 
Edward VIII, king of Great Britain and Ireland, Announces his abdication 
Albert Einstein, physicist, Calls for an end to atomic proliferation 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, supreme Allied commander, Broadcasts D-Day invasion order 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, Announces the signing of the Korean War armistice 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, On the Salk polio vaccine 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, On the Suez Canal Crisis 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, On the Middle East 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, Proclaims Alaska the 49th state 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, On the second Berlin crisis 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, Proclaims Hawaii the 50th state 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, Welcomes Soviet Premier Khrushchev to the U.S. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, Returns from canceled four-powers summit meeting 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, Gives first speech bounced off a satellite 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th U.S. president, Delivers farewell address 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, former U.S. president, Dedicates Dulles International Airport 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, former U.S. president, On the imperatives for world peace 
Elizabeth and Margaret, daughters of King George VI, Speak to British children abroad 
Elizabeth II, queen of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Opens the St. Lawrence Seaway 
Elizabeth II, queen of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Broadcasts Christmas message 
Ralph Ellison, U.S. writer, On the origins of Invisible Man 
Eyewitness, Gives account of Kent State incident 
Eyewitness, Columbine High School massacre 
Eyewitness accounts and audio recording of crash, B-25 bomber crashes into Empire State Building 
Orval E. Faubus, governor of Arkansas, On his use of the National Guard to prevent integration 
Federico Fellini, Italian film director, On filmmaking 
Geraldine Ferraro, U.S. representative of New York, Speaks after becoming Walter Mondale's running mate 
Geoffrey Fisher, archbishop of Canterbury; George VI, king of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; Elizabeth, heir to the throne; Philip Mountbatten, duke of Edinburgh, Marriage of Princess Elizabeth to Philip Mountbatten 
Geoffrey Fisher, archbishop of Canterbury, Presides over Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation 
Marlin Fitzwater, White House press secretary, Announces the U.S. invasion of Panama 
Betty Ford, first lady, Delivers President Ford's concession speech 
Gerald R. Ford, 38th U.S. president, Pardons former president Richard Nixon 
Gerald R. Ford, 38th U.S. president, On the nation's economic woes 
Gerald R. Ford, 38th U.S. president, On the resignation of South Vietnam's president 
Frederick IX, king of Denmark, On the 150th anniversary of Hans Christian Andersen's birth 
Alan Freed, radio disc jockey, Ends final broadcast 
Clark Gable, U.S. actor and Army Air Corps captain, Reports on the WWII air war 
Indira Gandhi, prime minister of India, On the crisis in East Pakistan 
Mohandas Gandhi, Indian independence leader, Speaks to press upon arrival in London 
Mohandas Gandhi, Indian independence leader, On his religious beliefs 
Lou Gehrig, baseball player, Bids farewell to fans 
George V, king of Great Britain and Ireland, On WWI and its aftermath 
George V, king of Great Britain and Ireland, On the British Commonwealth 
George VI, king of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Delivers annual Christmas address 
James W. Gerard, former U.S. ambassador to Germany, On the German American peril 
Rudi Gernreich, Austrian American fashion designer, On the development of unisex fashion 
Newt Gingrich, speaker of the House, Addresses the 104th Congress 
Allen Ginsberg, U.S. poet; Margaret Mead, U.S. anthropologist, On the Beat generation 
John Glenn, U.S. astronaut, Speaks at tickertape parade held in his honor 
John Glenn, U.S. astronaut, Announces his candidacy for the U.S. Senate 
Barry Goldwater, U.S. senator of Arizona, Announces his candidacy for the presidency 
Barry Goldwater, U.S. senator of Arizona, Accepts Republican presidential nomination 
Barry Goldwater, U.S. senator of Arizona, Campaigns for presidency 
Samuel Gompers, American Federation of Labor president, Pledges labor's support for the WWI effort 
Jane Goodall, British primatologist, On chimpanzee aggression 
Mikhail Gorbachev, Soviet leader, Speaks to press upon arrival in U.S. 
Al Gore, U.S. vice president, Concedes presidential election to George Bush 
Germaine Greer, Australian feminist and author, Speaks during U.S. book tour 
Grenada Radio, Announces U.S. invasion of Grenada 
Fannie Lou Hamer, civil rights leader, On the roots of her activism 
Dag Hammarskjöld, U.N. secretary general, On the need for international reconciliation 
Lorraine Hansberry, U.S. playwright, Discusses A Raisin in the Sun 
Patty Hearst, kidnapped newspaper heiress, Speaks during captivity 
Edward Heath, leader of the Conservative opposition, Forecasts impact of female voters in Labour defeat 
Chaim Herzog, Israeli ambassador to the U.N., Defends Israel's rescue of hostages in Entebbe 
Anita Hill, law professor, Accuses Clarence Thomas of sexual harassment 
Hirohito, emperor of Japan, Visits the United States 
Adolf Hitler, leader of Nazi Germany, On the Sudetenland Crisis 
Jimmy Hoffa, U.S. labor leader, Pardoned by Nixon, speaks on former prison life 
Darlington Hoopes, Socialist vice presidential candidate, On social justice 
Herbert Hoover, 31st U.S. president, Accepts Republican presidential nomination 
Herbert Hoover, 31st U.S. president, Campaigns for presidency 
Herbert Hoover, former U.S. president, Urges U.S. neutrality in European conflicts 
J. Edgar Hoover, FBI director, On the opponents of war preparedness 
Howard Hughes, American aviator and manufacturer, On the future of aviation 
Howard Hughes, industrialist and aviation pioneer; James McNamara, radio correspondent, First and only flight of "Spruce Goose" 
Howard Hughes, reclusive billionaire, Breaks his silence to call autobiography a hoax 
Cordell Hull, U.S. secretary of state, On the need for a strong national defense 
Hubert H. Humphrey, U.S. vice president, Announces his candidacy for the presidency 
Harold L. Ickes, U.S. secretary of the interior, Dedicates Hoover Dam 
Harold L. Ickes, U.S. secretary of the interior; Marian Anderson, American opera singer, Anderson performs at the Lincoln Memorial 
Henry M. Jackson, U.S. representative of Washington, On Truman's decision to build the H-bomb 
Jesse Jackson, presidential candidate, Addresses the Democratic National Convention 
Richard Jewel, exonerated Olympic bomber suspect, On being wrongly accused 
Pope John Paul II, Addresses the U.N. General Assembly 
Lyndon B. Johnson, Senate majority leader, Announces candidacy for the presidency 
Lyndon B. Johnson, U.S. vice president; Frederick R. Kappel, AT&T chairman, Engage in first satellite telephone conversation 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, On the assassination of President Kennedy 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, Signs Civil Rights Act of 1964 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, Proposes new canal across Central America 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, Delivers State of the Union address 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, On KKK murder of civil rights worker 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, Orders U.S. troops to the Dominican Republic 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, Signs Medicare bill into law 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, On the resumption of air strikes against North Vietnam 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, Announces he will not seek reelection 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. president, On the assassination of Martin Luther King 
Barbara Jordan, U.S. representative of Texas, Delivers keynote address to Democratic National Convention 
Juliana, crown princess of the Netherlands, Asks for asylum in Canada 
Elia Kazan, U.S. film and theater director; Eva Marie Saint, U.S. actress, Discuss On the Waterfront 
Edward M. Kennedy, U.S. senator of Massachusetts, Eulogizes Robert Kennedy 
Edward M. Kennedy, U.S. senator of Massachusetts, Withdraws his nomination for the presidency 
John F. Kennedy, U.S. representative of Massachusetts, On the Korean War armistice talks 
John F. Kennedy, U.S. senator of Massachusetts, Announces his candidacy for the presidency 
John F. Kennedy, U.S. senator of Massachusetts; Richard M. Nixon, U.S. vice president, Fourth Presidential Debate 
John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president , Delivers inaugural address 
John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president , Speaks at state dinner in Paris 
John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president , Speaks before summit meeting with Khrushchev 
John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president , On youth fitness 
John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president , On the first American to orbit the earth 
John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president , Announces the resumption of U.S. nuclear tests 
John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president , Discloses discovery of Soviet missile sites in Cuba 
Robert F. Kennedy, Senate counsel; Jimmy Hoffa, Teamsters president, Senate investigate Teamsters Union 
Robert F. Kennedy, U.S. senator of New York, Announces his candidacy for the presidency 
Robert F. Kennedy, U.S. senator of New York, Announces assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Nikita Khrushchev, Soviet leader; Richard M. Nixon, U.S. vice president, The Kitchen Debate 
Nikita Khrushchev, Soviet leader, Tours the United States 
Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs, U.S. tennis players, On tennis' Battle of the Sexes 
Martin Luther King Jr., civil rights leader, Addresses the March on Washington 
Martin Luther King Jr., civil rights leader, Speaks on the eve of his assassination 
Jeane Kirkpatrick, U.S. ambassador to the U.N., On Soviet downing of South Korean airliner 
Henry A. Kissinger, U.S. secretary of state, On the importance of a strong foreign policy 
Ed Koch, mayor of New York City, Speaks to supporters after reelection victory 
Kosovo Radio 21, On the situation in Kosovo 
Ken Kragen, charity event organizer, On Hands Across America 
Robert M. La Follette Jr., U.S. senator of Wisconsin, Offers his support for Roosevelt's "court-packing" proposal 
Robert M. La Follette Jr., U.S. senator of Wisconsin, Proposes a federal food stamp program 
Fiorello LaGuardia, mayor of New York City, Imposes curfew to halt Harlem rioting 
Burt Lancaster, U.S. actor, On making movies abroad 
Bert Lance, U.S. budget director, Defends himself against charges of financial corruption 
Alfred M. Landon, governor of Kansas, Campaigns for presidency 
Geoffrey Lawrence, president of the Nuremberg war crimes tribunal, Pronounces sentences against Nazi war criminals 
Timothy Leary, counterculture guru, On mind expansion 
Carlos Lechuga, Cuban ambassador to the U.N., Discloses Bay of Pigs Invasion 
Le Corbusier, Swiss-born French architect, On his theory of architecture 
Herbert H. Lehman, governor of New York, Opens the New York World's Fair 
Vladimir Lenin, leader of Bolshevik Russia, Addresses Red Army troops during Russian Civil War 
John Lennon and Paul McCartney, British pop stars, On the Beatles 
Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr., American isolationist, Urges U.S. neutrality in World War II 
John V. Lindsay, mayor of New York City, Announces end of 13-day transit strike 
Harold Lloyd, silent film comedian, On slapstick comedy 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., U.S. ambassador to the U.N., Requests U.N. action on Soviet invasion of Hungary 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., U.S. ambassador to the U.N., On Abraham Lincoln 
James Lovell Jr., American astronaut, Announces Apollo 13 oxygen tank explosion 
George Lucas, U.S. movie director, writer, and producer, On becoming a filmmaker 
Douglas MacArthur, American general, Receives the Japanese surrender 
Douglas MacArthur, American general, On communist advances in Korea 
Douglas MacArthur, American general, Retires before Congress 
George C. Marshall, U.S. secretary of state, Proposes European Recovery Program 
Thurgood Marshall, U.S. Supreme Court justice, On the fight against segregation 
Edward B. Massey, NASA project manager, On Voyager 1's exploration of Saturn 
Joseph R. McCarthy, U.S. senator of Wisconsin, On his war against communism 
Paul McCartney, British pop star, Dispels rumors of his death 
George McGovern, Democratic presidential candidate, On Vice President Agnew's criticism of his views on Vietnam 

Robert S. McNamara, U.S. secretary of defense, On the political instability in South Vietnam 

Robert S. McNamara, U.S. secretary of defense, On the bombing of North Vietnamese cities 

Margaret Mead, American anthropologist, Speaks on first Earth Day 

Soong Mei-ling, wife of Chinese leader Chiang Kai-shek, Addresses Congress 

Newton N. Minow, FCC chairman, Criticizes television programming 

Marilyn Monroe, American actress, On her fame 

A. Harry Moore, governor of New Jersey, Speaks during National Defense Week 

Jim Morrison, rock singer, On the Doors' method of writing songs 

Wayne L. Morse, U.S. senator of Oregon, Calls for a U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam 

John M. Murphy, U.S. representative of New York, Defends himself against ABSCAM charges 

Benito Mussolini, dictator of Italy, Declares war on Britain and France 

NASA spokesperson, Introduces first seven American astronauts 

Nazi English-language broadcaster, Defends the German invasion of Poland 

Jawaharlal Nehru prime minister of India, Speaks on India independence day 

Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu, sister-in-law of President Diem, On the assassination of Diem and her husband Richard M. Nixon, U.S. vice presidential candidate, Defends secret political fund 

Richard M. Nixon, former U.S. vice president, Concedes defeat in gubernatorial election 

Richard M. Nixon, former U.S. vice president, Declines candidacy for the 1964 Republican nomination Richard M. Nixon, Republican nominee for president, Campaigns for presidency 

Richard M. Nixon, 37th U.S. president, On the Vietnam War 

Richard M. Nixon, 37th U.S. president, Announces engagement of daughter Tricia 

Richard M. Nixon, 37th U.S. president, Announces Vietnam peace agreement Richard M. Nixon, 37th U.S. president, Denies involvement in the Watergate affair 

Richard M. Nixon, 37th U.S. president, Announces his resignation 

John Nott, British secretary of defense, Announces British liberation of South Georgia 
Sandra Day O’Connor, Supreme Court nominee, Discusses marriage during her Senate confirmation hearings 

Olaf, crown prince of Norway, On the importance of Norwegians living abroad 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, American physicist, On government secrecy 
Chris Patten, Hong Kong's last colonial governor, On the transfer of Hong Kong to Chinese authority 
Robert Peary, U.S. arctic explorer, On the draw of the far north 
H. Ross Perot, Reform Party presidential candidate, On the nation's economic situation 
John J. Pershing, American general, Addresses the United States from France 
Pope Pius XII, Speaks to American schoolchildren 
Play-by-play broadcast, Althea Gibson wins U.S. singles championship 
Play-by-play broadcast, Soviet basketball upset at '72 Olympics 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr., U.S. politician and clergyman, On racial discrimination 
Colin Powell, American general, Declines presidential bid 
Gary Francis Powers, captured U-2 spy plane pilot, Makes final plea before Moscow court 
Gary Francis Powers, U-2 spy plane pilot, Talks to press after release from Soviet prison 
Dan Quayle, senator of Indiana; Lloyd Bentsen, senator of Texas, Vice presidential debate 
Radio Budapest, On the Soviet invasion of Hungary 
Radio Moscow, Announces first space flight by a woman 
Radio Prague , Answers German and Hungarian propaganda 
Radio Prague, Calls for continued resistance against Soviet invasion 
Radio Warsaw, Reports on the German invasion of Poland 
A. Philip Randolph, U.S. civil rights and labor leader, On the struggle for racial equality 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, On the striking air-traffic controllers 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, On his authorization of neutron bomb production 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Condemns Poland’s crackdown on Solidarity 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, On America's role in the Middle East 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Observes 10-year anniversary of Roe v. Wade decision 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, On the progress of his economic programs 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, On the bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Calls for world-wide ban on chemical weapons 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, On the hijacking of TWA Flight 847 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Presides over the swearing in of Rehnquist and Scalia 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Defends Iran arms sales 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Approves appointment of Iran-Contra independent counsel 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Speaks about his visit to the Berlin Wall 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, On the Iran-Contra hearings 
Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. president, Delivers farewell address 
Red carpet interviews, Premier of The Best Years of Our Lives 
Charles Redman, State Department spokesperson, On the deployment of U.S. troops to Honduras 
Walter P. Reuther, U.S. labor leader, Delivers Labor Day address 
Paul Reynaud, French premier, Appeals to U.S. for aid against Germany 
Joachim von Ribbentrop, Nazi foreign minister, Address to the German people on England and France 
Abraham Ribicoff, U.S. senator of Connecticut, Denounces Chicago Mayor Daley at '68 convention 
Eddie Rickenbacker, U.S. flying ace and airline executive , On the deaths of Will Rogers and Wiley Post 
Hyman G. Rickover, U.S. nuclear engineer, On the Cold War arms race 
Ring-side broadcast, Joe Louis-Max Schmeling rematch 
Deirdre Robertson, law clerk; Lance A. Ito, judge, Deliver O.J. Simpson murder trial verdict 
Jackie Robinson, baseball player, On being subjected to racial taunts 
Jackie Robinson, baseball player, Appears before the House Un-American Activities Committee 
Nelson A. Rockefeller, former governor of New York, Rockefeller sworn in as vice president 
Nelson A. Rockefeller, U.S. vice president, Announces he will not seek reelection 
Will Rogers, American humorist, Nominates Henry Ford for president 
William P. Rogers, U.S. secretary of defense, On the return of the first POWs from Vietnam 
Carlos P. Romulo, Philippine ambassador to the U.N., On global commercial airline service 
Eleanor Roosevelt, U.S. first lady and humanitarian, On the importance of international cooperation 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Delivers first inaugural address 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Gives fireside chat on Dust Bowl 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Speaks on 50th anniversary of Statue of Liberty 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Delivers second inaugural address 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Dedicates Will Rogers Memorial 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Dedicates the Museum of Modern Art 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Praises the Boy Scouts of America 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, On the Lend-Lease Act 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Asks Congress to recognize state of war with Japan 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Addresses the people of France 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, On the liberation of Rome 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president, Returns from the Allied conference at Yalta 
Theodore Roosevelt, Progressive presidential candidate, On the Square Deal 
Pete Rozelle, American football executive, On the marketing of football 
Jerry Rubin, counterculture figure, Addresses the Yippie Convention 
Dean Rusk, U.S. secretary of state, On the prospects for peace in Vietnam 
Dean Rusk, U.S. secretary of state, On the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
Babe Ruth, baseball player, Addresses fans 
Anwar el-Sadat, Egyptian president, Addresses Congress 
Anwar el-Sadat, Egyptian president, Addresses the Israeli parliament 
Yves Saint Laurent, French fashion designer, Discusses his views on fashion 
Pierre Salinger, White House press secretary, Announces the death of poet Robert Frost 
Pierre Salinger, White House press secretary, Discusses physical fitness 
Mario Savio, student activist, On the fight for educational reform 
Ken Schulsen, assistant prison warden, Announces Gary Gilmore's execution 
George P. Schultz, U.S. secretary of state, Gives account of Soviet downing of South Korean airliner 
Martin Scorsese, U.S. film director and screenwriter, On the making of Taxi Driver 
Hugh D. Scott, Jr., U.S. senator of Pennsylvania, Proposes the mining of key North Vietnamese harbor 
Robert P. Scott, Confederate veteran, Speaks at 75th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg 
Haile Selassie, emperor of Ethiopia, Condemns Italian invasion of Ethiopia before League of Nations 
Mack Sennett, U.S. film director and producer, On W.C. Fields 
Mack Sennett, U.S. film director and producer, On his humble beginnings in show business 
Seventh Fighter Command chaplain, Delivers Easter sermon on Iwo Jima 
George Bernhard Shaw, Irish playwright, On pacifism 
Alfred E. Smith, U.S. politician, On New York 
Margaret Chase Smith, U.S. senator from Maine, Denounces Senator McCarthy 
Lord Snowdon, constable of Caernarvon Castle, Presides over the investiture of the prince of Wales 
Soviet news agency, Announces the launching of Sputnik 
Len Spencer, announcer, Delivers Edison Phonograph promotional message 
Mark Spitz, U.S. swimmer, Interviewed after winning 5th gold medal at 1972 Olympics 
Edward Steichen, American photographer, On photography as an art form 
John Steinbeck, U.S. novelist, Gives press conference after receiving Nobel Prize 
Gloria Steinem, American feminist, Addresses the National Women's Political Caucus 
Casey Stengel, baseball manager; Mickey Mantle, baseball player, Advise Congress on new anti-trusts laws 
Edward R. Stettinius, U.S. secretary of state, On the signing of the United Nations Charter 
Adlai Stevenson, governor of Illinois, Campaigns for the presidency 
Adlai Stevenson, U.S. ambassador to the U.N., On the ongoing crisis in the Congo 
Adlai Stevenson, U.S. ambassador to the U.N., Rejects China's terms for U.N. admission 
Adlai Stevenson, U.S. ambassador to the U.N.; Valerian Zorin, Soviet ambassador to the U.N., Confrontation over the Cuban Missile Crisis 
Carl Stokes, mayor of Cleveland, On his efforts to aid the city's African Americans 
Lewis L. Strauss, Atomic Energy Commission chairman, Addresses the U.N. on nuclear energy 
Arthur Sylvester, U.S. assistant secretary of defense, Discloses the Gulf of Tonkin Incident 
William Howard Taft, Republican presidential candidate, Speaks on the importance of a healthy agriculture 
U Thant, acting U.N. secretary general, Accepts U.N. leadership 
Clarence Thomas, Supreme Court nominee, Defends himself against charges of sexual harassment 
Norman M. Thomas, Socialist party leader, Pledges to accept sixth nomination to the U.S. presidency 
Josip Broz Tito, president of Yugoslavia, Visits the United States 
Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. president, On the death of President Roosevelt 
Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. president, Threatens Japan with further atomic attacks 
Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. president, Signs the North Atlantic Treaty 

Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. president, Speaks at U.N. headquarters cornerstone-laying ceremony 

Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. president, Announces his decision to send U.S. forces to Korea 

Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. president, Removes General MacArthur from Korean command 

Desmond Tutu, former Anglican archbishop, Releases Truth and Reconciliation report 

U.N. representative of Australia, Israel admitted into the U.N. 

U.S. feminists, March on 50th anniversary of 19th amendment adoption 

Jonathan Wainwright, U.S. general, Speaks after release from Japanese prisoner-of-war camp 

Kurt Waldheim, U.N. secretary general, Praises U.S.-Soviet linkup in space 

George Wallace, governor of Alabama, Gives press conference 

Henry Agard Wallace, Progressive party candidate, Campaigns for presidency 

War correspondent, Reports on D-Day invasion 

Earl Warren, governor of California, Addresses the Republican National Committee 

Earl Warren, chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, Issues report on Kennedy assassination 

Barbara Washburn, U.S. explorer, On climbing Mount McKinley 

Mae West, U.S. actress and writer, On men, women, and diamonds 

William C. Westmoreland, American general, On the Vietnam War 

Billy Wilder, Austrian-American film director, Accepts directorial award for Sunset Blvd. 

Wendell L. Wilkie, U.S. political leader, Calls for an end to American isolationism 

Woodrow Wilson, 28th U.S. president, Addresses Native Americans 
Malcolm X, African American nationalist, Discusses challenges to African American society 

Andrew Young, U.S. politician and civil rights leader, Speaks during confirmation hearings to U.N. post 

Mao Zedong, Chinese revolutionary and statesman, On the Cultural Revolution 

Hiller Zobel, Massachusetts judge; Louise Woodward, murder defendant , Nanny trial verdict 

News conference, On the explosion of TWA Flight 800 News report, Capitulation of Austria's chancellor to Hitler News report, V-J celebrations in Iowa News report, Industrial explosions and fires in Texas City News report, Alleged UFO recovery at Roswell News report, First transatlantic flights by autopilot News report, Blacklisting of the "Hollywood Ten" News report, African Americans vote in South Carolina News report, Efforts to save Kathy Fiscus News report, Britain's recognition of the People's Republic of China News report, Josephine Baker's citizen's arrest of racist in Los Angeles News report, Charlie Chaplin's departure from the U.S. News report, Execution of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg News report, Brown v. Board of Education ruling News report, Anti-segregation demonstrations in Texas News report, Trial of Adolf Eichmann News report, The first man in space News report, Death of Ernest Hemingway News report, Erecting of the Berlin Wall News report, Pessimism over U.S. lunar program News report, The death of Marilyn Monroe News report, Ugandan independence News report, Racial violence in Alabama News report, Sex scandal shakes British government News report, Mafia hearings on Capitol Hill News report, Britain's Profumo scandal News report, Surgeon general's report on smoking dangers News report, Oswald killer found guilty and sentenced to die News report, Deadly earthquake in Alaska News report, Topless bathing suit arrest News report, Gulf of Tonkin incidents News report, Boycott of South Africa by British pop stars News report, The Great Northeast Blackout News report, Early airbag tests News report, Passage of 26th Amendment News report, First U.S.-Chinese Ping-Pong meeting News report, The streaking phenomenon News report, Spassky/Fischer world chess championship News report, Death of former president Lyndon Johnson News report, AIM takeover of Wounded Knee News report, Wounded Knee siege ends News report, Proposed ban of ozone-depleting aerosol spray News report, The "last" American-made convertible News report, Israel's rescue of hostages in Entebbe News report, Legionnaire's disease mystery News report, Successful delivery of first test-tube baby News report, The Iranian Revolution News report, Ford Pinto reckless homicide trial News report, Drug arrest of Paul McCartney in Japan News report, The "Miracle on Ice" News report, Impending U.S. boycott of Moscow Olympics News report, Early eruptions of Mount St. Helens News report, Assassination of Egyptian President Sadat News report, Death of Princess Grace of Monaco News report, Tylenol murders News report, Hitler diary hoax News report, Assassination of Benigno Aquino Jr. News report, McDonald's massacre News report, Bhopal-Union Carbide disaster News report, Chernobyl nuclear disaster News report, Statue of Liberty centennial celebrations News report, Jimmy Swaggart scandal News report, Exxon Valdez oil spill News report, Opening of the Berlin Wall News report, Death of Leonard Bernstein News report, U.S. Senate investigation of "Keating Five" News report, Magic Johnson's HIV announcement News report, Death of Freddie Mercury from AIDS News report, Resignation of Mikhail Gorbachev News report, Outbreak of '92 Los Angeles riots News report, Arrest of the Unabomber News report, Murder of Gianni Versace News report, Death of JFK Jr. News report, Federal seizure of Elian Gonzalez News report, Concorde crash in Paris News report, Sinking of the Russian sub Kursk News report, Yugoslavia's contested elections News report, Election night 2000 News report, The "I Love You" computer virus News reporter, Space flight of Faith 7 New York Philharmonic broadcast, Leonard Bernstein debut Oklahoma City reaction, Timothy McVeigh conviction
War report, Post-Pearl Harbor blackout War report, Italy's volte-face in WWII War report, Allied conference in Tehran War report, The fall of Monte Cassino War report, German advances in the Battle of the Bulge War report, Allied progress in the Battle of the Bulge War report, German V-2 attacks on Britain War report, Battle for Iwo Jima War report, First Allied crossing of the Rhine War report, Rapid Allied advances against Germany War report, Battle of Okinawa War report, Third Army incursions into Czechoslovakia War report, Reports of Adolf Hitler's death War report, Convergence of U.S. and Soviet forces on the Elbe War report, Germany's surrender in WWII War report, U.S. occupation of Japan War report, Viet Cong attack on Saigon presidential palace during Tet Offensive War report, The Battle of An Loc War report, U.S. invasion of Grenada
NOTE: These speeches are from the list at Historychannel.com and PBS.org..  They require the RealAudio player, so they are streaming resources and not downloadable.  To use them in student projects, they must first be recorded by the student (See the “Farming” handout for details).  Use of these streaming resources must fall under the Fair Use provisions of the Copyright Act.
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